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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Continued from page 803) 


Gospels that is read in our churches 
on Sundays. 

I do not think, however, that the 
trouble is with the translators’ “poor 
grasp of English.” They are highly 
competent scholars and they write ex- 
cellent English elsewhere. No, their 
mistake was in trying too hard to make 
the text understandable by substituting 
familiar generic terms for the more 
technical terms in the text. Thus, as 
Noonan points out, they use “employee” 
instead of “steward.” All stewards are 
indeed employees and the latter term 
is more familiar to the average reader. 
But not all employees are stewards. 
The very point of the parable depends 


on the fact that the man in question 


was not just an average employee, an 
assistant cook, a ploughman, a barn- 
yard helper; he was the top employee. 
It was this special position that made 
it possible for him to grant favors to 
his master’s debtors. 

Perhaps the worst example of this 
sort of error is the translation of the 
Greek telénés as “tax collector” instead 
of “publican.” This word does not 
Mean just any tax collector. The pub- 
licans were a special breed. They paid 
a lump sum to the Romans for the 
privilege of collecting some special tax, 
for example, a toll, for a stated period 
of time. Having paid that lump sum, a 
publican could pocket every bit of 
money he collected. There was a great 
temptation to collect the maximum 
amount by hook or crook, even by 
cheating. No wonder publicans were 
despised. So “publican” had a pejora- 
tive meaning, as “loan shark” does 
with us. So the Confraternity mistrans- 
lation leads to absurdities. Thus the 
enemies of Jesus are said to criticize 
him because he was “a glutton and 
drunkard, a lover of tax collectors 
and those outside the law” (Mt. 11: 
19). This is pretty foolish. After all, 
those people who work for the Internal 
Revenue Service are not traditional 
objects of our contempt. 
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The fact is that, in order to under- 
stand the New Testament, one has to 
do just a little special study. One has 
to find out what a “steward” did in 
those days and what a “publican” was. 
If an Italian novel is set in Venice 
and if the author says that one of his 
characters went from here to there in 
a gondola, a translator does not write 
that he went “by public transportation” 
even though gondolas are actually 
available for public transportation in 
Venice. To appreciate an Italian novel 
set in Venice one has to know at least 
a little about that city. 

Isn't understanding the New Testa- 
ment worth a little trouble too? 

(REV.) PAUL HANLY FURFEY 
Emeritus Professor of Sociology 
The Catholic University of America 
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Cambridge, Mass. 
To the Editors: In Mark Taylor’s inter- 
esting “Novels Or War Novels” [Sept. 
2] it was not mentioned that Frederic 
Manning’s Her Privates We was a 
bowdlerized version of his privately 
printed edition (1929, 520 copies) of 
The Middle Parts of Fortune. Happily, 
the original text has recently been pub- 
lished by St. Martin’s Press. 
MORRIS RABINOWITZ 
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63c, six times; twelve times. Twelve words 
minimum. For box ys add 60c per insertion. 
Classified payable with order; monthly in advance 
for more than three times. COMMONWEAL, 232 
Madison Ave.. New York, N.Y. 10016. 


Help Indian Centre 


“Fr. J. ©. Pujol, S.J. of the SOCIAL SERVICE 
rege SEVA NIKETAN, SIR J.J. ROAD, BOM- 

Y 400008, INDIA, request for used Christmas 
a Social Cards, to help him carry on social 
and charitable works for the uplift of humanity. 
He will also be grateful to receive reading ma- 
oe. stationery, light usable clothing, medicines 

common ailments vitamins, etc. The parcels 
may weigh from 4 to 6 Ibs., but securely packed 

labeled as "Free Gifis of No Commercial 
Value" octane to the SOCIAL SERVICE CEN- 
TRE and sent by Surface Mail. 


Director of Social Services 


The Diocese of Catholic Charities of Youngstown, 
Ohio is seeking a Director of Social Services with 
experience in social work and administration and 
an M.S.W. or equivalent degree. Responsibilities 
include supervising funding, monitoring, evaluating 
and giving technical assistance to the seven region- 
al social service agencies within the six-county 
diocese. Also must participate in ional, state 
and national relevant to Catholic 
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